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Jewish Resilience: What Kind of Sukkah are You? 

Discussion Questions:


Gemara in Sukkah 23a:

1 - What kind of Sukkah are you? Are you Aray or Keva? What does Hashem 
require of you? [Remember: The hashkafa accords with the halacha, and the 
halacha accords with the hashkafa – and the halacha is like Rebbe Akiva  
(see Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 628:2)]


Mishna in Sotah 8:6:

2 - Are you making use of your “guards” on the front lines to help you get back 
up when the winds of life uproot your Sukkah? Who/What are your “guards” – 
both in front and behind? They might differ! [Remember: Our rabbis tell us that 
battles in the Torah teach us how to handle our personal battles against the 
yetzer harah.]


Chapter 26 of Mesilit Yesharim:

3 - Are you following a path to chasidut/piety? Are you on the correct path for 
YOUR individual circumstances? Is that path helping you when your Sukkah 
falls down? [Take chizuk: There IS a unique path that is perfect for you! You just 
need to make the time to find it!]


Reflection Points:


A - The chidush of our Gemara is NOT that we need to create a Sukkah that can 
hold up to any common wind, irrespective of location. The chidush of the 
Gemara is that your Sukkah WILL fall (i.e. you will make mistakes, etc. in your 
personal life) – but now that your Sukkah has fallen, what are you going to do 
about it? “Akiva, where is your Sukkah?!” How are you going to handle the fact 
that you fell? How do you bounce back? THAT’S the test Hashem is sending 
you! You didn’t fail by falling. You only fail, if you don’t get back up and rebuild. 
That’s the chidush. 


B - Finding your personal derech/path in Torah and your unique talents/
strengths: 


1) Help you rebuild your Sukkah when it falls

2) Motivate you to get back up when you fall in battle against your yetzer 

harah

3) Are the tools that Hashem gave you to assist in rebuilding the “fallen 

Sukkah of David” (the Bet HaMikdash) [may it be rebuilt, speedily, in our 
days]


